  9.1 NESCOT Research Project ethical approval form
This form is evidence that you have discussed and agreed your project with your research tutor. A part of the form will require you to provide some information about the research you intend to undertake. Another part will require you to demonstrate your awareness of relevant issues in the area you intend to investigate.  While a final part will record your awareness of ethical issues that may arise from your research, as well as your strategies for addressing these issues. You must include this form in your submission and the ethics section must be agreed by your tutor before being submitted to an ethics panel. It is, therefore, important that you negotiate this with your tutor as early as you possibly can.
Student information
	Name: 

Proposed topic/Research question

      


   
A brief overview
	Please provide a brief overview of the topic you intend to research into. You should include a few references to the literature in order to demonstrate your awareness of development in the field.






Research methodology
	Please state briefly the approach you intend to use for this research. You should briefly address your research approach (evaluative or investigative) as well as your methods of data collection (qualitative, quantitative or a mix of both).









Ethical considerations (including GDPR considerations)
	In this section, please discuss ethical issues that are relevant to your investigation. If your research has to do with collecting data from human participants, then you must address these issues.  You should confirm that you are familiar with GDPR regulations and have made your decisions in line with GDPR requirements.

Consider ALL elements of the following sections:

1. Nature of data being collected and lawful basis: Could any of the data you are collecting be considered personal data (see appendix 1)?  If so, you will need to outline under which lawful basis you are collecting this information and explain how this will be explicitly conveyed/agreed with participants.  (In many cases, this will be “public task” as part of academic research, however informed consent must still be provided by participants)

2. Fairness: Please outline considerations for the use of the proposed data.  What do you plan to use it for explicitly?  Could this processing have any adverse effects on the individuals concerned and how can this be justified or mitigated?

3. Transparency: How do you plan to be transparent with participants about how you will use their personal data?  Please provide examples of any privacy notices/information notice which outline how and why the data will be used and the legal basis for the research (point 1). 

4. Storage limitation: How long do you plan to keep any personal data collected in the research?  How will this be communicated with participants?  What strategies would you use to store, protect and dispose of the information you collect in the course of this research?  Have you explicitly outlined to participants how they can withdraw consent should they wish?

5. Consent: How will participants give their “fully informed” consent to participate in the research?

6. Anonymity: If data has been through the process of removing both direct and indirect personal identifiers that can lead to an individual being identified, it is then considered anonymised.   GDPR regulations do not apply to data that has been fully anonymised.  If you plan to use anonymised data, how would you ensure that information you collect is not traceable to the individual or provider?

7. Voluntary participation: How would you ensure that your participants have voluntarily offered to participate and are not coerced? 









Student confirmation
	
I ________________________confirm that I have discussed and agreed every section of this form with my tutor and will only conduct my research in line with what has been agreed in this document.  I have read and understood the Nescot Ethics policy and agree to conduct my research in line with this policy.

Signature                                                                 Date: 





Tutor's confirmation
	
I confirm that I have discussed and agreed every section of this form with ____________________

Signature                                                                        Date:







APPENDIX 1
What is Personal data?
· Personal data is information that relates to an identified or identifiable individual.
· What identifies an individual could be as simple as a name or a number or could include other identifiers such as an IP address or a cookie identifier, or other factors.
· If it is possible to identify an individual directly from the information you are processing, then that information may be personal data.
Note: The use of personal data should be considered for research purposes as any data collected both first hand (primary data) or though secondary sources.  Any personal data used must comply fully with GDPR requirements.  
What are the lawful bases for processing?
The lawful bases for processing are set out in Article 6 of the UK GDPR. At least one of these must apply whenever you process personal data:
(a) Consent: the individual has given clear consent for you to process their personal data for a specific purpose.
(b) Contract: the processing is necessary for a contract you have with the individual, or because they have asked you to take specific steps before entering into a contract.
(c) Legal obligation: the processing is necessary for you to comply with the law (not including contractual obligations).
(d) Vital interests: the processing is necessary to protect someone’s life.
(e) Public task: the processing is necessary for you to perform a task in the public interest or for your official functions, and the task or function has a clear basis in law.
(f) Legitimate interests: the processing is necessary for your legitimate interests or the legitimate interests of a third party, unless there is a good reason to protect the individual’s personal data which overrides those legitimate interests. (This cannot apply if you are a public authority processing data to perform your official tasks.)
Please remember that GDPR requirements state that you must ensure the personal data you are processing is:
· adequate – sufficient to properly fulfil your stated purpose;
· relevant – has a rational link to that purpose; and
· limited to what is necessary – you do not hold more than you need for that purpose.

SOURCE: https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/key-definitions/what-is-personal-data/

